
CRINGING IIP THE REAR.
Critical Times on the Peninsula of Virginia.

By EUGENE SULLIVAN, 42d N. T.

The rear-guard of an army on the march,
be it a corps, division or brigade, is never a
very pleasing detail. If the army be on the
advance, the stragglers must be kept up
as well as possible with their commands,
which takes time, causing the rear-guard
to lose time which most be made up by
faster travel, usually by double-quick, to
recover distance lost between the rear¬
guard and the troops ahead. If the army
be on the retreat, rear-guard duty-at once
becomes both embarrassing and dangerous,
and requires much tact, stubbornness and
powers of endurance.
Knowing that the safety of the troops

ahead depends in a measure on the conduct
of the rear-guard, that guard must always
be on the alert, ready to throw itself
between the enemy and the retreating
column.

After the battle of Fair Oaks Gen.
Dana's First Brigade, Second Division,
Second Corps, consisting of the 7th Mich..
19th and 2K)th Mass., 42d N. Y., lay in
our position at Fair Oaks Station, throw¬
ing up earthworks and performing such
duties as were required of us, until Sun¬
day morning, June 29, 1862, when we re¬
ceived orders to evacuate our trenches on
the right of Fair Oaks Station, and fail
back to Grapevine Bridge. The 42d N.
Y., rear-gnard of our brigade, and on this
occasion also rear-guard of the Second
Corps, left about 5 o'clock on Sunday
morning, and fell back to the Chicka-;
hominy River.
We crossed Grapevine Bridge to the

north side, where the regiment was halted,
the other regiments of the brigade continu¬
ing the march. Three companies of the
regiment.E, K. and I.were detailed to
destroy the bridge which had done such
good service in time of need.
While the three companies, under com¬

mand of Capt. Wm. O'Shea, were working
like beavers, in the river and on both
banks, destroying the bridge, the other
seven companies, under command of Col.
Edmond C. Charles, were drawn up in
line of battle on the high ground, a short
distance in rear, in support. It did not
take the three companies long to destroy
the work which had taken the entire regi¬
ment days and nights of hard labor to
construct-

Before the destruction was consum¬
mated, the enemy discovered what we were
doing, and opened fire upou us with ar¬
tillery. While the fire of the enemy's
artillery was somewhat harassing to our
support, it had no effect whatever on the
men working in the river, and only made
them work with renewed energy, the or¬
ders being to destroy the bridge so that
the enemy could not use it.
As our men were about to sever the last

link, one of Gen. McClcllan's Aids.at
least we supposed him to be.came dash-,
ing to us on a spirited horse, which he
forced into the river, asking in a loud
and commanding voice: "Who is in com¬
mand here?" Now, Capt. O'Shea en¬

joyed a most decided impediment in his
speech when excited. Eying the officer
sharply, the Captain said: "I-I-I-am in
c-c-co-com-comand." The officer, looking
at O'Shea, asked: "Can I get a few pieces
of artillery across here?" O'Shea looked
at him in amazement that he should ask
such a question, having seen for himself
the condition of the bridge, and the im¬
possibility of getting artillery across, an.l
it made the Captain rather angry, yet
amused him, too, and he stuttered: "I-I-
am in com-eom-command here to s-s-see
that this br-br-bridge is p-p-prop-prop-
properly destroyed; b-b-but you c-c-can get
artillery across if it be f-f-fly-fiy-flying
artillery, and ca-ca-ean travel on wings!"
Giving Capt. O'Shea a look of scorn the
officer turned and rode back in the direc¬
tion whence he came^jind in a little while
afterward Grapevine Bridge was a thin^
of the pact.
The regiment immediately took up the

line of march, at double-quick, and was
soon up with the brigade. We found the
Division in line of battle, close by the
peach orchard, on Allen's farm, and wo
took our position in line of battle with
oar brigade, the right of the regiment
resting on the embankment to the left of
the railroad, about two miles west of Sav¬
age Station.
Having taken our position in line we

were ordered to lie down. About 11 o'clock
a. m., and just as we had taken our posi¬
tion in line, we coald hear the joyful
yells of the enemy as they entered our
evacuated intrenchments at Fair Oaks
Station. About two hours later, away
down the railroad track, we saw the head
of the enemy's infantry columu, which had
evidently forded the liver marching along
the route over which we had come.
They came along the railroad track in

an easy, careless and confident manner,
their muskets thrown carelessly over their
shoulders, as if they did not expect to
have any particular use for them.

It seemed to the boys of our brigade as
we lay quietly on the ground, in line
of battle, awaiting patiently to attack
or be attacked, that the rebels did not ex¬
pect to meet any live Yankees with muskets
in their hands for some days, unless per¬
haps, a few whom they might be able to

Sick up in the wake of a retreating army.
_
>ut there were none of that sort there

just then. The soldiers of Gen. Sedgwick's
and Gen. Richardson's Divisions at this
time constituting the Second Corps, under
command of Gen. Edwin V. Sumner,
thoroughly understood their business and
each soldier in the two divisions was well
aware of the faet that the safest place
for him, personally, as well as the army
to which he belonged, was by the side of
his comrade, either in line of battle or
on the march.
Away down the railroad tracks the

enemy keeps advancing; nearer aud near¬
er they come; marching at will, many of
them having their muskets slung over their
shoulders, while others carried them on
their backs, with the belt over their heads
and across their breast. A careless man¬
ner. indeed, in case of a sudden attack!
Our division lay quietly on the ground

there, each man grasping his musket firm¬
ly, ready for action. One would have
supposed that there was not a soldier
within miles.unless, perhaps, the men in
gray marching along the railroad track
w*»re.
When these careless men in gray were

close to us. Gen. Sumner gave orders to
plaee one pieee of artillery on the rail¬
road track and open fire. While this order
was being promptly carried out the rightand the left wings of our division were
quickly thrown forward to take the enemv
on his flanks.the right through the peachorchard, aud the left through the woods
on the left of the railroad.
The report of the gun on the railroad

track broke the stillness that up to this
moment prevailed along our entire line of
battle. As the smoke cleared away there
was disclosed to our view the havoc that
that one shot made in its flight. Not a
man was now to be seen on track, unless,perhaps, those who should walk it no more.
The enemy immediately left the track

and began forming line of battle on eachside of it. A few more shots from the
artillery did excellent work, aud presently
our right and left made a vigorous at¬
tack upon the rebel flanks, and at the same
time our brigade was ordered to advance
along the line of the railroad in front and
with a ringing cheer it citarged the enemywho, offering but feeble resistance, gave
way, falling back in disorder. Both our
wings closed iu on them while our brigadekept advancing with lowered bayonet. The
enemy became panicstricken, and a largennmber of prisoners were taken.
Having sent our prisoners to the rear.

it was no easy matter fo determine in
which direction our rear was.and our
division was immediately placed in better
position to repel any attack the enemymight make. We did not have long to
wait. The enemy to their cost havingdiscovered our position, and having re-
ceived reinforcements, vigorously attacked
our line of battle, but were driven
5back at all points. Four times
fduring the afternoon thev enemy sav-
f egely attacked us, bnt were al-
| way® repulsed with heavy loss. In the
} last attack a portion of oar line followed

them up, taking more prisoner*; bnt tiny
were ordered back to their own line.

Gen. Sumner having, received word that
his presence with reinforcements, was
needed at Savage Station, ordered Gen.
Sedgwick to withdraw two of his bri¬
gades and follow him to Savage Station,
where a portion of Gen. Richardson's
Division was now engaged with the
enemy.

Gen. Sedgwick withdrawing the bri¬
gades of Gfns. Gorman and Burns,
marched to Savage Station.
About 4 o'clock p. m. our brigade re¬

ceived orders to join the division at Sav¬
age Station, keeping the enemy at bay,
should they follow us.
When approaching Savage Station we

heard heavy infantry firing almost in our
front, a little to the right. Knowing this
to lie about the location of the enemy,
and judging from the sudden and heavy
firing that the enemy had attacked our
troops in force, the order to double-quick

name "Iron Brigade" until after the New
York Brigade was mastered oat. They
assumed the name about the middle of
September, 1883. I need not remind them
of what happened the day after the flag
was given them. I am .sure that Qeo.
Bragg and Comrade Colby know.

Yes, they wore "big hats/' There were
others. Big hats were worn by one of
Cutler's regiments and, if I mistake not,
by Carroll's Brigade. Second Corps..
John A. Cabyl, Co. B, 147th N. Y., Nor¬
wich, Conn.

Soma Johns Who Fought.
Editor National Tribune; I assert

that Co. 17, 8th Ind., had a greater num¬
ber of Johns than any other company in
the war.
Here they are.23 of them: Capt. John

Ruess, mustered out at expiration of three
years' service; Serg't John L. Hummel I,
mustered out after close of war in '65:
Serg't John C. Nottingham, mustered out
because of wounds at Cedar Creek, '64;
John Edwards, killed at Sugar Creek,
Mo., 'G2; John Howerland, died in Mis¬
souri, 'til; John Smith, died in Missouri,
'(>1 ; John Hendrix, died in Missouri, '61;
John Miller, discharged for disability, '62;
John Osborne, died in Missouri, '62; John
Duck, killed at Port Gibson, Miss., '63:
John Price, killed at Vicksburg, Miss., '63;
John Itnyphoitz, died at New Orleans, La.,
'63; John Brock, mustered out for disa¬
bility, '63; John Evans, died in Missouri.
'61; John Ilodge, mustered out. '64; John

was given, and in a short time our bri¬
gade was with our division at Savage Sta-

2ani8tf2lving about 5 ° clock p* Juue

hrijK" °V nrrh;al. found two of the

On?Jr»K oar division in line of battle.

Seked hv..' had been at-

i'j i .
force of the enemy

rtlntk'.i!!' «» ihe Wfflinmabnrg road

tnwM It of Hanking our

EP ,

Allen s farm, not knowing that
they were no longer there. The enemy
formed line under Wlter of the 3s
and rushed upon Burns's Brigade before

mJla?i, t0lPr°P?r,y form his men to
meet the assault. Gen. Burns, however
although taken by surprise and at a great
disadvantage, proved himself equal to tho
<isk before, him. lie was painfulJv
wounded, but held his ground until re¬
inforced by Gen. Gorman's and a portion
«n

Vur.bl!,ga(*e'-when the enemy was driv¬
en back in confusion.
R,^f°rf beiae .8&nt t0 tlje support of Gen.

of our brigade.the
*th Mich., and 42d N. Y..were detached
on pur right flank parallel with and on the
declining slope of the Richmond and York

right. 8 °b"'eCt was t0 Prote°t our

in wWch these two regi¬
ments found themselves became rather pe-

o£rah'a .We*tood in line of battle with

S!m »S ^P308* wjuarefy to the battle¬
field, while the battle was raging within
25 paces of us.our backs to the foe, as

well^as to our own men.
We were not, however, long in this no-

ait,on, until we had thi eufm? in .P«r
front as well as our rear. The en#miv

Till r ariUTy m1ounted on «*«, came down
¦S»If. T * an'L °Pened fir« on us at short
range, but the concentrated fire of
the two regiments made short work of
tuat attack.
About dusk a general advance was or¬

dered afong theHn*s of wir division, when
f«L were ordered to about-

fho i.52 i ^ Pos,t,on the right of
brigade, again pushed forward on the

enemy, who agiuh gave way, disclosing
their riJlnC flf battl. a shorl: dista°ee in
their rear Our men were ordered to lie
down, and a second later a shower of bul-
.ets passed over our heads, when we were
ordered to rise, and go forward Oar bri¬
gade. which had reserved its fire, were or-

feV ami fi6ra?d»LllUrKe* Wifh a KoIid vo1"

JSJZm. 5 , ^yoneU« and with loud
u-ei on the enemy's second

before^ us? T and feI1 mto disorder

n>Jj*iD8. was continued until about 10

Th^h.ft m"> ohen entirely died out.

MrtS w.nSaV"ge Stati<", 1,ad bw"

The old Second Division of the Second
£ir',mid?: the Of Gen. Sedg-
win Vu« s'l 7° 5att,e*. aud helped to

j in tuo victories for the Union, on the

Station
' °Ur retreat from Fair Oaks

PISAPP01WTED~BY THE 7TH IOWA.

Jlfho^h?/#^',E.r
Editor National Tribune: I wish

017 recollection of the captured
rebel flag at Lays Ferry. Our regiment
was in a field to the left ofgBattery H
Tw\ ,e.t,ie artillery <jfnel was on!
tat we w«r° 7 trOOPS in ,ront 0( ""I
out we were close enough to be inter-
ested. Rebel bullets fell among us all
the time. One wasn't safe at all in our
neighborhood. While we were there a

Sf.Hi a ?I *0?* OUr line*' exhibiting a
rebel flag that he said one of the (Jtkh Ind

H« »aid that th*,z££;r
swam the river, captured the flag, and
swam back with it in his teeth.
Vur company was ordered to the river

and embarked in pontoons" and crossed
H e took position under the bank till pon-

w?re,la"1 «"<' the, rest of our reg".
. l Joi"ed and other troop® went

"e w^'r.Tr" n adv«n<«d'»"»
««!L .

a 1,ttJe» nnd the "ffair of 'he
occasion was opened up lively. Col E
A. Bowers ordered us to hold our fire tili
rebs The6«£h ?bite iUitht eye» of the
reus, j lie obth Ind. and the 7th Iowa
were in our front, and we were ordered
to hx bayonets That made us think that
it was intended to have the 7th Iowa iriv<»
way for us or to open up and let us meet

Iowa°Pooled us SSTdido'?0' 7tb
and tlu-y didn't open to let us^througtf
Ihey resisted the rebs and repulsed them'
and we received no further fighting or'
ders in that engHgenient.J. It. Mohua\
Co. C, gad.in., Western Park, Kan.

'

Tlw Iron Brigade.
editor National Tribcxf* nn,0.j

.Ey.tSfoifcrsss.^z ss;
\ ar Series I, Vol. 12, pages 125 and 504
wiH.r*tMam°Uff other matters connected
^ith this controversy, will be fmimi ti.ll£Sa?-!?a&S2ine t irst Brigade, First Division irir.i

uKerEitlle^ 24th' QBd 30th N Y
"s!*h"»*«»'.

Kd^and%h^L
and June 1 V*.-'tnat-dater^rini»*5 1?Wd' the thr«« New York
regiments were mustered out, their term

BnuSluimm>t ,havin* expired. The 14th
FdT WhZailrBtuterrtd t& c°tler'g Brig-
I do nSIS.^"8 01 tht Sh»^.hootei
Those "other fellowt" nfT«r look the

Hollingsworth, mustered out end of three
years, '<»4; John Bowers, wounded Cedar
Creek. Va., MM; John S. Miller, mortally
wounded. Cedar Creek, Va., '04; John 11.
Miller, slightly wounded, Cedar Creek,
Va., '04; John Loudenberger, wounded
Ce<]ar Creek, Va., '<&4; John Lytle, killed
Cedar Creek, Va., '<»4: John Richardson,
uounded Cedar Creek, Va., '04; John Ellis,
mustered out close of war..Joiin L.
Hummel, Sergeant, Co. II, 8th Ind.,
Olathe, Kan.

The 13th Mo. Car. v

Editor National Tribune: Comrade
Nelson, of Lawrence, Kan., has erred some¬
what in writing up the chase of Price in
1864. We left St. Louis Sept. 2G, instead
of the 28th, going to Franklin on the
U. 1\ R. R. I do not think that the 13th
Mo. was brigaded at that time with Mer¬
rill's Horse; but it was after Price passedaround Jefferson City and captured Lex¬
ington. The same night the 13tb Mo., and
perhaps the entire brigade, was ordered to
Lexington. The order came after we bad
gone to bed in and about the corners of
an old rail fence. IIow far we were from
Lexington I do not remember. I believe
that the 13th Mo. was the first regiment
to enter Lexington that night. It had been
misting rain and was very chilly and dis¬
agreeable. After we got into town, on one
of the main streets, we were ordered to
dismount an<!> hold our horses in line,which we failed to obey. We broke ranks
and built fires of anything available in
the shape of fuel, and lay down by the
fires in the street. Men and horses were
pretty well exhausted, and there was noth¬
ing then in sight for either to eat. The
rebels were gone, except stragglers, whom
we took charge of, giving them paroles the
next morning. They were very glad to gohome, having about all they cared to have
of continually running, they having to tra¬
vel pretty lively to keep ahead, as Comrade
Nelson says. We were crowding them more
then they liked.

I have a very vivid recollection of the
Blue, as I had to help make a bridge of
rails across it. And 1 remember Inde¬
pendence.
The 13th Mo. was ordered to mount, the

next order being to charge. Yes, we cap¬tured the battery without the rebels dis¬
charging a single shot. We found the
rebels most all Germans.determined,sturdy fellows, not wishing to surrender.
until absolutely forced to. We made quickwork, however. I think the number of
prisoners was about 300. My company(L) had the honor of taking the six pieces.Comrade Nelson has paid our 13th Mo.
a high compliment. I thank him for the
very accurate description of the charge.Hoping to hear from many comrades
through the columns of our grand old pa¬per* that has battled for our just rights
ever since the civil war, I thank the editor
for the noble stand he has always taken
in our behalf..John H. Mote, Co. L,13th Mo. C^av.,. Seveny, Kan.

Explosion at City Point.
Editor National Tribune : Before

me lies a dilapidated portion of the Wash¬
ington Chronicle, Aug. 10, 1804, contain¬
ing an account of an explosion which oc¬
curred at City Point Aug. 0.
At that time I was an occupant of the

convalescent ward of the Sixth Corps Hos¬
pital. When the explosion was beard the
inmates of the ward rushed to the door
and saw the upper air filled with the puffsof smoke from exploding shells.
Three barges, loaded with fixed ammuni¬

tion, which was being unloaded, had ex¬
ploded. The cause has never been ex¬
plained ; it was probably a floating torpedo,lanched from above.
The City Point correspondent of the

Chronicle says: "At 11 o'clock yesterday
we had one of the most terrible explosionsknown in the history of gunpowder and
war. Two barges (there were three) load¬
ed with ammunition of various kinds.
shot, shell, canister, and grape.weremoored alougside the pier recently erected
by the Government. Men were dischargingthe cargo from one of them, when from
some unknown cause an explosion occurred.
Fire was immediately communicated to the
other barge and the cargoes of both.about
the bulk of 3,000 barrels.went up in a
continuous explosion which lasted fully two
minutes. The new warehouse, 500 feet
long and 50 feet wide, filled with army sup¬plies, was shattered to fragments, and
with the contents scattered over a mile
around. Among this debris, bodies and
parts of bodies, legs, arms, feet, and in¬
describable pieces of flesh lay around in
profusion.

"Portions of gun-carriage wheels, shot
and shell, were burled around Gen. Grant's
headquarters, and Serg't Murphy, of his
guard, was seriously wounded; two of his
cavalry guard, near his headquarters, werekilled."
The 20th N. Y. V. M. and the 148th

Ohio, hundred-days men, were doing guardduty on the wharf and suffered severely.A train of cars ready to st«»rt for the front,standing on the track by the side of the
warehouse, was badly injured and four
or five passengers were killed.
The barges of the Sanitary Commission,

near the scene of the disaster, suffered
severely from the shells passing through
the sides and decks. The partitions of thedocks were torn down by the concussion,
and doors were torn from the hinges.The number killed was never ascertained,but was estimated at 50 to 00 killed and
from 150 to 175 wounded. The 20th N. Y.
lost six killed and 17 wounded.
Those who have been to City Pointknow that a high bluff commences, perhaps,100 feet from tbe landing at the wharf,which is very high and steep. Stairs were

used to uc«&d to the plateau above, and

r...̂
>vr j, ...-._

only Jor the fcluff the destruction of life
would have been appalling. Headquarter
for about o^rytbln* iP&eflon the hirh
yfound, including Gen. Clrarft's. Had tne
ground been flat scarce* ofe could have
escaped .Cuas. IMbtE, 11th Vt.,
Griunell, Iowa. * , .

^
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THE MOUWP^QjrV. : .

4. A Inrvl-ror'a Story Plfittr
Editor National Tj^bujie: I am the

only survivor of tbe original? crew of that
ill-fated gunboat. Mound C§y.' She was
pnt into commission at Cairo, 111^ ia Jan¬
uary, 1862, and 1 was,assigned to her.
Tbe -flotilla was at tbatilid» under com-
maud of the War IMpaMmfnt, and most
of their crews came bjr 3etail from the
army, men nsed to th** water being se¬
lected. Commanders a*d gunners' were
the only naval officer*? attached to the
squadron. March 4 thfe fWfct arrived at
Columbus, which was evacuated.
On March 15 the fleet moved down to

Island No. 10, and on the morning of the
10th began the bombardment of that place.
On the night of April 12, an expedition
from the flotilla, under: command of Col.
Roberts, 42d 111., captured the upper, or
six-gun, battery and spiked the guns, with¬
out loss.
The Mound City held the right of line

on the Missouri shore, it being her duty
to silence the upper battery whenever it
opened fire. Our fire became so accurate
that the rebel gunners never fired more
than one or two shots before we wonld
drive them to their bomb-proofs. I do not
think that a boat or a gunner could have
better compliment paid them than was
paid by Flag Officer A. H. Foote when he
sent the flag which I twice in one day
filiot from the flag staff of that battery
at a distance of one and a quarter miles!
That flag is now in the possession of

Berry Post, 859, G. A, R., Woodbridge,
IV. J.

April 3 Island No. 10 was surrendered
to the gunboats. At daylight on the morn-
*Bg of April 8 the Mound City crew land-

.
took possession of main battery on

the Tennessee shore. I captured there uu«
of the handsomest rebel flags that ever
reached the Navy Department. My name,
with that of the Mound City, is marked
on it with red ink.
On April 13 the fleet chased the rebel

gunboats under the shelter of Fort Pillow,
and the Mound City's troubles began.
I4 lag Officer A. H. Foote had to give up
the command of the fleet on account of
a wound on the ankle received at Fort
Donelson. Capt. Cbas. H. Davis assumed
command of the fleet. The rebels seemed
to know that there had been a change in
commanders, for on the morning of May
30 the rebel fleet, comprising eight vessels,
steamed up in most gallant style to wipe
out the Lincoln gunboats, but got into the
worst hornets' nest they ever found.
The Mound City was rammed twice by

the r<»bel boat Vau Dorn, and sunk to the
guards, and had to go to Cairo for re¬
pairs, and she returned for duty before the
plaee surrendered.
The fleet left Fort Pillow on June 5 for

Memphis, and next day a battle was
fought at Memphis, in which the rebel fleet
was destroyed, except the Van Dorn,
which, being very fast, escaped.
One of the most horrible disasters ever

written in naval history of any country
took place within the next 11 days. On
the morning of June 10 guuboats Mound

o ^
' Lexiugion, Conestoga,

rug, Spitfire, dispatch-boat New National,
Frankfort and White Rltter,o*ith the 40th
P i j J' ^H0*1 ^commanding,

started from Arkansas cut-off . op the
S 'li*« 1UZr> to captufc? the battery at
Fort St. Charles. 80 miles Wbm the Mis-
iwsippii River, and open up communication

-Se'9* who^walf reported by
the rebels to be defeated at Pine Ridge

Mtesisaippf: The
uitfs had -whip-

_ un at'the batik at
sundown, , for t||© nighty, ab*ut fiY? miles
below the fort. At ft on the morning of
» t 1 mih* mfy«di»P in line of
battle. The morning hew* very dose and
sultry, and the Turtlebaijk. as the Mound
City was called, being, badly .ventilated,
the crew suffered rerjrf much from the

beat.*

ov ,if)f '*>/;.; f
About two miles below th# fort we saw

the rebel pickets. The Monnd City, fol¬
lowed by the other vessels, opened fird on

5Cl".* At the *ame tiin#4 Co1- Fitch land¬
ed his troops, and as we drove the rebels
in h£ followed them. We; continued -our-
course, firing our port and bow guns,
A mile below the fort the river takes a'
£m ^ ^he hortheast. At the upper end
the. rebels had sunk a gunboat and two
trapspflrts aqjf., abreast of these obstruc¬
tions, on the port, was a bluff, on which
we imagined their batteries would be sit¬
uated, alt hough , we could not see a gun on
account of the trees.
,

Mound City stood boldly. ,i>n, fol¬
lowed by the other vessels, firing as we
went. Soon the enemy responded. As
soon as wo got the range of their heavy
guns the cannonade from our side became
terrific. In a few minutes the Mound
City had advanced to within 400 vards of
the rebel guns. A shot from a 42-pounder
rifled seaeoast howitzer penetrated her
port casemate a little above and forward
of the gunport, killing seven men and
passing through the steam-drum, landing
in the forward officer's room.
The Mound City had 175 pounds of

steam at the time. Part of the crew
** was erroneously re-

^ tln«,w¥ Ke,i ^ ra,nute» before, that the
oO-pouud Dahlgren gun on the Starboard
bow was split. This false report saved
w '!f*,a8/ we" the lives of others.
When the false alarm was given I order-
f'1 .th.e ^>rward starboard broadsides gun
to take the place of the gun reported dis¬
abled, which left the starboard port open,
and the only place of escape. Beinir at
the port myself, hurrying the men with
the gun. in the rush for the port I was
thrown into the water. There were 45 or
oO men in the water. There is no pen
that can describe the horrors of the next
two hours.
Some who were very badly scalded and
2 not a*11" caught hold of those who

could, and clung to them, and they were
drowned together. While this struggle in
lli* n;af*r. wa« Koing on, the Mound City

wi
f with the current.

? r^r 8hflrPshooters on the Shore
took their time to get deliberate aim on
the defenseless men who struggled in the
|WJner,i i* «

fon,d heflr the rebel rifle
balls hit the exposed heads of my com-

** was horrible to hear and hor¬
rible to see. It was horrible to reflect that
fellow human beings eould deliberated
take aim at the heads of men who were

for I,fe' wit,,out P<>«-
isnJ' "elf-defense against their assas¬
sins. It was murder nuvst.foul! It was
exceedmgly trying, too/tb fehow thlt ev¬
ery faction of a second wa^kely to bring
a bullet to ones own brain
? \t0hLth$ nien to and to Cline
to the life-line^ that floate^Lfrpm the star¬
board. F lftthng tbat X, could not make

trorthemdei8t?Ud 1^°Wlliu iHini r out,vpr<the other side.1
While going I came ne^r Iwing killed by
I^Tui«0nClHpl0^.0n bQW ma9 of the St-

j *rg"n- wer® clofie to the
water, and their flames seorohed me.
But one other man<Aanhed the bank

X I* ra" «...* Wlhsan. now

-
Gorburg' Ontario, Chutoda. When I

reached the bank I was so iftchausted that
<ytet up' 'Th1ir «I>arpshoot-

ers and field guns wera°stii firing at our
struggling men in the Waf4.

I reached the gutter «f '^,e Lexineton
which was sent to pick mej up. What I
feHev* w*g ^ry last sAot from their

^nt thr9u«h the cutter!
smashing the boat and spilling us all Into
the water. Another boat picked me up, and
® * i? 2J4# 8tern sheets, a rifle shot
steiick one oMHe men in the left shoul-

toi <Siei?,^Kat T,aa their last rifle shot,
Srv ^L' r !» ehar^ed the bat-
been' aSv of°^i iS°lifVeKthere won,d *>Hve
tot.l"L .to" th6 boaU or Wtttcr

the Lexington I fell
?«V .eck*fron? we*knes8. After receiv¬
ing some stimulants from Dr. Geo W

to ha?. J' aild

men and officer* there calling for water.
Some- begging for tome one to shoot them
and pat them out of their milery! The
sight is beyond description. To make the
suffering more horrible, some person in the
hurry got quick-lime in place of flour, and
put ft on the cotton, which was saturated,
with linseed oil. I found the cotton on
fire in several places from the mixture
of oil and lime. Having the prisoners on
board, I thonght they bad fired the cotton,
and I armed a few of the men who were
still able for duty, and ordered them to
shoot the first man. they saw with fire
or match in hand.
Capt Joseph Frey, who commanded the

guns taken from the sunken gunboat and
erected as a battery on shore,. had been
wounded and captured. He was sent on
board the Mound City with 20 other pris¬
oners and arrived while the mystery of
the burning cotton was still exciting us.
Frey's guns had fired on the men in the
water. When .the men saw him on board
they wanted to kill him; and I had to de¬
fend him with my sword from their fury!
It was owing to my forebearance and hu¬
manity on that occasion that he was per¬
mitted to live to command the Cuban
Privateer Virginus, and be shot by the
Spaniards in the end. There is no doubt
but what he gave the order to shoot us
In the water.
The Mound City crew numbered 186 in

the fight. We laid 63 of them in one long
trench; in that trench are some of as gal¬
lant hearts as ever followed the old Flag.
The Mound City was repaired, and she

steamed out of the river nnder command
of John Winslow, Commander, U. S. N.,
afterward of Kearsarge fame.
The Monnd City was given a new com¬

mander and crew, and participated in all
the battles of the squadron. She did good
work at Vicksburg, Grand Gulf and! Red
River, and I think, after the war, was
sold at Cairo, 111., and broken up..Thou.
McElroy, Acting Master. Commanding
Monitor Manyunk, Woodbridge, N. J.

GEORGE W. MORGAN'S RETREAT.
The Hardships of ths March From Camber-

land Gap to the Ohio.
Editor National Tribune: I hava

read with pleasure all the articles written
by George Dallas Mosgrove, and particu¬larly that part of his account of the Con-

- federate "Morgan and His Men" in which
he gives a brief description of the retreat
of Federal Gen. George W. Morgan, from
Cumberland Gap to the Ohio River in the
Fall of 1862. I also read with interest

..the reply thereto by W. R. Carter, of the
4th Tenn. I do not see any serious ob¬
jection to Mosgrove's account, but, on the
contrary, I find that what he says is in¬
teresting reading.without a serious de¬
sire upon his part to make a misstatement
of facts, always bearing in mind, however,
that his views are from the standpoint of
a Confederate-soldier.
From my recollections of that trip, as a

member of the 33d Ind., I will say that I
fully agree with Comrade W. R. Carter.
From the time we crossed the Kentucky
River bridge a few miles south of Nich-
olasville, Ky., while on the march to Cum¬
berland Gap, we never saw a bridge in
southeastern Kentucky, except the floating
bridge at Cumberland Ford, built for tem¬
porary use by the army of Federal Gen.
Geo. W. Morgan, when we reached that
point in the early Spring of 1862, in what
I have since regarded a "wild gooxe chase"
.to wit, the proposed capture of east Ten¬
nessee, which, I think, could be easily
demonstrated were this article intended for
that purpose.

In front of the Federal Army, during
its retreat, as I- remember, there was not
a bridge, and no evidence that there ever
had been any. The streams were usually
dry. and the few. that were not were easily
forded. So scarce was water that its need
was often a source of a good deal of
anxiety, particularly after ew had passed
Manchester.
At Goose Creek Salt Works, on the

faVih of Cot Garrard (loyal Kentuckian),
a well of fresh water quenched the thirst
of only a fraction of the little army. The
water* in the creek was so salty that it
could only be utilized for making coffee,
but even then it was very unsatisfactory.
The first and only time I was ever re¬

fused a drink of water was upon this occa¬
sion, and that by a comrade in my com¬
pany who was fortunate enough to get a
canteen full from the said well, which
demonstrate da meanness on his part and
great scarcity of palatable water.
Some pools of water were found along

the route, not often, but being covered
with a thick green scum; as suggested by
Comrade Carter, the water^was the most
forbidden and unpalatable.
" 'Mosgrove has been wofully misinformed
about ft herd of cattle being with the army.!
I never ate any beef on that march, nor
did I see a cow or steer. Once or twice,
,1 believe, I shared some pork with my
messmates, but that was not issued to the
men, they having captured a "razor-back"
hog, the only kind of stock that was seen
by any of ns in that part of Kentucky. It
was- then that we longed for the Blue
Grass" region.
The truth is, we subsisted very little

upon the army ration. The most of the
men, as I remember, lived, principally,
upon corn still standing in the fields,
which we made into meal after punching
our tin plates full of holes. The corn
thus gathered, and paw-paws, with which
the roadsides generally abounded, was our]mainstay, and without which the army
must have almost famished, and when the
army reached Grayson many feasted, in
their hunger, upon acorns found in the
woods.
When the army left the Gap, it was not

only short of rations and forage, but the
clothing of the men was threadbare, and
when I'roctor was reached, the Federal
General ordered that ail surplus clothing
be destroyed, so that before we could get a
new supply at Covington, Ky., a month
later, we were a tough-looking lot of
men.

It was a trying ordeal to the Seventh
Division, harassed as it was by the Con¬
federate "Morgan and His Mfen." It was
seldom mentioned in the newspapers, be¬
cause, perhups, the attention of the press
and people was more directly drawn to
the other six divisions of Buell's Army and
to Brag^s Army, between whom there
was a wild chase across the State at the
same time our movement was being made.
But the ordeal was a needed lesson in

warfare. It taught us how to take care
of ourselves in the enemy's country away
from the base of supplies, as well shown
afterward by the 33d Ind., when it practic-
ipated in Sherman's march to the sea and
through the Carolinas..J. R. McBbide,
64 I street, N. W., Washington, D. C.

RHEUMATISM
Cured

Through the Feet
External remedy so successful that
- the makers send it FREE ON

APPROVAL to anybody.
TRY IT.

tt 100,000 men and women, suffering
with every kind of rheumatism, acute or
chronic, have been cured by a harmless
draft on the foot, isn't it worth a trial?
Send your name to the Magic Foot

Draft Co. They have so much confidence
in the merit of the drafts that they send
them to every sufferer in the world they
can hear of.without a cent in advance.
You pay One Dollar when satisfied with
the benefit you receive.otherwise you pay
nothing.you decide.

VMM MM jTjfT

The Drafts are worn on the soles of the
feet because the entire circulatory and
and nervous systems are most easily
reached through the extremely sensitive
skin at this point; but they cure rheuma¬
tism in every part of the body, to stay
cured, by drawing the acid poisons out
Of the Mood through the foot pores. Write
to-day to the Magic Foot Draft Co., 8. C.
0 Oliver Bldg., Jackson* Mich., for a pair

Drafts free on approval Atfd valuable
rM booklet on rheumatism.

ANDERSONVILLE STORIES.
BMftllMttou of iurvlvors of That Eorribl*

tia«giit«r-Xe»se -"

Comnde John B. Brownloiv wnd^The
National Tribune a - few Atadersonrille
,remiiiinscences by survivor* who aee now
at the Soldiers' Home, 1a>s Angeles, Cal.
< One comrade says: "In June; 1904.
there were 22 consecutive days op which
rain fell. But few of the 30,000 men iu
that stockade had shelter from either the
rains or the son. which was unbearably
hot. The unvarying ration was corn bread
about 6x2%xl% inches, with nearly two
ounces of meat. The water was foul, and
its effect was violent dysentery. Hunger
and exposure cawed many men to go mad.
Others would put their hands to their
eyes and walk up to the dead line, to be
shot down by the rebel sentinels on top
of the stockade; thus ending their miseries
by a species of suicide.
"The desd were hanled out each dsy in

a wagon in which they were pi.'ed criss¬
cross style as slaughtered hogs are car¬
ried.

"It was a custom among the prisoner*
to pick up any bone they could find, and
then using any kind of can or kettle avail¬
able, boil it, make a thin broth, to which
they gave the name of 'shadow soup.*

"In order to boil the water fuel was
necessary, and as this was a scarce article,
every chip or piece of bark would be
picked up and carefully husbanded. One
day a drummer boy of about 14. Tommy
Cranston, got possession of a bone, and
immediately began to look for fuel to boil
it. Seeing a piece of bark beyond the line,
he started to get it, when he was fired
upon and killed by the sentinel. Capt.
Wirz, the rebel, commandant, soon ap¬
peared beside the sentinel and laughed al
the dying struggles of the boy and the
impotent rage of his comrades.'*

[The writer of this article was in Wash¬
ington City when the trial of Capt. Wiry
was going on, and many such transactions
as those herein given were fully proven,
and it is *>srd to believe that so much
brutality could have been embodied in the
human form as was personified by this
minion of Jeff Davis.]

Another member of the Home. Thoma*
H. Taylor, of Co. G, 17th Mass.. relate*
the following: "I was captured at Bache
lor's Creek, near Newbern. N. C., Feb
I, 1804. Was at the time driving a hospi¬
tal ambulance. I was sent out with a
detachment under a flag of truce to brinj
in some wounded; but the enemy would
not honor the flag of truce, and they took
me, with six officers and 06 men. Thii
was Hoke's Division, of Longstfeet's com
mand.

"I was first taken to Pemberton Prison,
opposite Libby Prison, in Richmond; from
there to Belle Isle, where I was kept sis
weeks, and then sent to Andersonville,

, Ga.
"On Belle Island we had some hard ex

perience. Many of the men had no shel¬
ter or blankets; the weather was cold and
stormy and the ground was very muddy.
Some of the men had to lie down in th«
mud, theu in the night the mud would
freeze, and in the morning their hair would
be frozen fast to the ground, and their
comrades would have to get them loose by
digging with old knives or anything they
could use to loosen the ground. The men.
of course, would be dead and frozen stiff.
"There was more suffering from cold at

Belle Isle than at Andersonville, which
was in warnier climatc.

"Tl;e suffering from hunger was just as
bad as in Andersonville.

"These horrors were going on right un¬
der the nose of Jeff Davis and in full view
of the State House in Richmond!

"In the latter part of April, 1804. there
were 1,000 prisoners sout to Andersonville,
Ga. I was one of the number. There
were at that time from 12,000 to 13,000
prisoners inside the stoirkade. * This num¬
ber was increased by new arrivals every
day, sometimes ia small squads, some¬
times by thousands. By Midsummer thefre
were 35.000 or 30,000 crowded together in
a stockade inclosing about 22 acres, a por¬
tion of which was marsh land made bythe creek running through the ground.
"At night the men who had no shelter

or blankets would lie huddled together in
groups for the sake of body warmth, and
when they wanted to turn over they would
do so at word of command: "Bout ship.'
When there was one who did not turn over
it was proof that he was dead, and some
of the others would get up and pull him
out, so that the living ones could close in
together and keep each other warm. Some¬
times there would be large uumbers die in
this manner in one night. The occurrence
was so common that but little notice was
taken of it.
"Many of the prisoners dug ho!es in

the ground for shelter, and when they
were allowed to go ou$ on wood details
they would fill the legs of fheir drawers
with pine-tree needles and bring them in
and spread them in the holes, for- pallets.
After a while Capt. Wirz thought this too
much of a luxury and stopped it. When it
rained these holes would fill with water.
My partner was very sick with scurvy and
dysentery. He was broken out with sores'
nud his feet were rotting off. I was af¬
flicted with scurvy, but was not so bad
off as my partner. One day I had-bailed
out the water from our den, and he had
gone in again, while I went over to see
some new prisoners just coming in. While
I was gone a hard storm came on. and
when I returned to the hole it was full
of water; I reached down in the water
and caught him by the leg and pulled him
out.drowned.
"The dead-line was around the inside

of the stockade at about 20 feet distant.
It was marked by thin strips of scantling
nailed to the top of posts about four feet
high. It was death to touch the line.
Any sentinel killing a prisoner iu this man¬
ner was rewarded by Capt. Wire with a
30-days' furlough.
"One day I was passing near the dead¬

line when I met a man with whom I had
slight acquaintance. He was very
emaciated. I saw that he was about to
cross the dead-line, and stopped him. when
he said: 'I am going to get that turkey.'
I looked where he pointed, and saw the
skeleton of a turkey on which a little
meat was left, and it was mildewed. The
sentinel on the stockade had tossed it over
so that it fell between the fence and the
dead-line. I said to him: 'That Johnny
up there will shoot you if you go there I'
The sentinel then said: 'No, I won't shoot
him; let him get it!' I said: 'Yes, you
will,' and held on to the man. The senti¬
nel repeated: 'Let him go, Yank, I won't
hurt him!' I a train said: 'Yes, you will!'
The man said: 'Let me go; I am starving
anyhow!' I let him go, and he .got down
on all-fours and crawled under the dead¬
line and he was shot by the sentinel who
had tossed the turkey in there and who
had promised not to shoot! The sentinel
next to him cocked his gun and pointed
it at me, but I dodged behind some lktle
tents made of blankets, and he did not
fire.
"There was a Lieut. Bogle of my regi¬

ment (17th Mass.) who had been promoted
to Major in a negro regiment, and was
wounded in the leg and made prisoner.
The rebels would not recognize him as au
officer, and he went to Andersonville. I
used to bring to him water to dress his
wounded leg. His wound was badly in¬
flamed, and the rebs would not give him
anything to dress it with, not even a

bandage. The doctor said that he had
nothing for a 'Yankee nigger.'

"If Maj. Bogle is now alive, I should
like very much to hear from him, or if any
survivor of Andersonville who recollects
me should see this article, I would be glad
to hear from him. There was a prisoner
named Wm. Evans, of the 0th Md., cap¬
tured by Imboden, whom I would like very
much to hear from. Or if any one can
give any information about these men,
please write to me..Thomas H. Taylor,
Soldiers' Home, Los Angeles, Cal."

Fowl Scars In War.
W. S. C. King, Co. I, 45th Ohio, Sioux

City, Iowa, writes: "Inclosed is $1 for
renewal of subscription. I have been a
reader of The National Tribune for many
years, and can hardly wait for the post*
man to bring it to me; I am so anxious for
its good things.Picket Shots, Stories,
Fighting Them Over; its history, and let¬
ters.

"I notice that 8. D., of Sweetwater.
Tenn., asks for comrades of my company
and regiment. We were in that valley
in 1803. I remember finding a three-pound
crock of exotUtnt butter is % sprlnghouse

tlMKflM.'
OpscleHit. of daelaaaa, ceecolly edaqMetsd t
sertee ol trlsl treatments of his Antiseptic V«h«
eated Air Cnre en one hudrc4 ptUali; rate
woo eonenmpUeee In the JowtH wiartsml
¦IMM. nttirra rif ¦ mtirrlMl .Iha^llneiril tiirrm
chial nature. The record of eeek ptUenUtpt by
the Doctor M the borne trwHiwt progreeed,
vm wrt intereetlnf. Themot ifnmleblennd
gratifying features in connection with the treat¬
ment was the rapid heeling of the eevUiee sad
tBhcnta oI the lnng9 end the mr, ulcerated
surface of the aoeou mnhstae of the entire
bceatklng organs. This is pbcttoauatl, end
SMjde proof that thlegreat disoerscj he* solved
the problem ol a permanent core Jer the thou¬
sands of sufferers from all ostarrhel, hfnchlel
and long troubles. In hie account flflt, the
Doctor aays: ** So gersa of Catarrh, Asthma,
Bronchitis or Consumption can lire tinder the
action of this powerful anlle^Uc. Whip taken.
Internally and breathed and Inhfcf Into the
air peaegee, bronchial tnfrea and c.jm of the
lungs, the gems are at naoe destroyed and ex¬

pelled from the sjrstees, and. the toww ig
arrested and cured by remoring (fee4MB."

Co fatrodnee aad prove beyond doubt that

i "ixszsistwtzxiluipirator aad *11 saedkrtmss complete, exactly se
shown ia illustration.
The Doctor will ktcp la does tend) with all pa¬tient# daring the proeTsee of tba treatment, and

trill make do charge tor hi* professional services,
codsaltation, and the nccessarr cvrmyoadtse*.
When l>r. Beat? make* such a liberal of.er as this,

thereby saving patients the large earns they nsuallr
expend for medicine, advice, prescription*, con¬
sultations, etc., there can be noes ruseVhy snfferers
should hesitate to pnt bis treatment to the test.
Do not delay, bnt writs at once, addressing Dr.

M. Beaty, 13u Weet 9th St., Cincinnati, Ohio, and
tell him the aatnre of your bead, throat or longtrouble, and bow lung the diseaeu haa had a bold on
yon. Thie tent coarse is intended to prove the gen¬uine merits of the treatment and costs nothing.

there, and I prevented the butter fron
going to waste. I nlso found a fine rooetei
growing on a lower branch-of a tree, ant
I harvested the rooster. He was a fighter,
with violent prejudices against Yanked
soldiers, and lie guffed my thumb worel.v
The scar is with me yet. It took a rai
heap to cook him; but we found the raili
in a fence, and he was cooked.

"Perhaps the comrade will remembc
me as 'Corp'l (Mark'.or as 'Yankee.* 1
am watching Mosgrove's story of Morgas
to see where we come into it. I was oa
that raid from start to finish. Was at th<
fight at Summerset, Ky.; Falmouth : skirnr
ish at Ilickman Bridge; Bean Station]
in skedaddle from Philadelphia, Tenn. j
siege of Knoxville; Besaca; AMatpona.where I was wounded in the thigh^f (Jet t
pension of $12 a month. Fear I am getting
old; can use all I can get, to n&ke me
comfortable. Am GO years old; born Ig
good old Ohio." £
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